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Tom Fleecs
2018 Colorado Art Education Association Marion Quin Dix Leadership Award

 
 
 
 The Colorado Art Education Association has named Tom Fleecs, of Colorado Springs, Colorado, to receive 
the Colorado Art Education Association Marion Quin Dix Leadership Award. This award recognizes excellence in 
outstanding contributions, dedicated service, and professional achievements to visual arts education. Award recipients 
exemplify highly qualified leaders and advocates active in art education today and in performance and/or development 
of specific programs, goals, or activities give their best to the profession. 
 CAEA is Colorado’s profesional association for art educators. Members include elementary, middle level and 
high school visual art educators, university and college professors, education directors who oversee education in fine art 
museums, administrators and supervisors who oversee education in school districts, Colorado Department of Educa-
tion representatives, arts councils, and teaching artists throughout Colorado. For more information about the associa-
tion and its awards program, visit the CAEA website at www.caeaco.org.
 Those privileged to know Tom Fleecs are aware of his history of successful contributions to the arts community 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Bringing, and keeping the arts alive in education and the community, Tom Fleecs’ work 
has touched thousands of people for the duration of many years. Thousands; teachers, administrators, community mem-
bers representing all walks of life and career fields, and most importantly, students. Few people have worked as tirelessly 
for their “thousands” as Tom Fleecs. His support for the arts reaches throughout the community as a man who com-
municates and connects with diplomacy and finesse, to a rubber meets the road in the trenches supporter of classroom 
teachers. Tom was originally a music teacher, whose passion for supporting all forms of art led him to his position as an 
instructional supervisor for District 11 in Colorado Springs, and to his role as a Chair of The Arts, Business, Education 
Consortium. 
 Michael Cellan recognizes how CAEA members have always appreciated Tom’s highly involved support of art 
teachers. He ensured that art teachers understood the importance of attending the CAEA Fall Conference and advocat-
ed for their professional development by writing a letter of support they could present to their Principals or Supervisors. 
Kris Stanec shares, “Indeed, Tom is one of the most inspired and inspiring people I know.” In his passionate and un-
ending reach that turns into nightly attendance of events around the city, Tom is always seen with a sparkle in his eyes 
as he personally ensures the arts are getting noticed, and guiding his colleagues to do the same. With Tom, Shell Acker 
co-chairs The Arts, Business, Education Consortium which promotes the growth of cultural arts in education in the 
Pikes Peak area. Serving 15 school districts, businesses, and community supporters, the consortium honors those who 
contribute significantly to the arts in education. Shell reflects, “For over thirty years, Tom has been the go-to person, 
the conduit you can count on to attend to every arts need in every corner, to facilitate, to collaborate, to educate, and to 
advocate.” Lisa Cross describes Tom as a gracious, intelligent and empowering leader of ABE and the District 11 Arts 
program. “Tom has been a mentor to me in the past few years and has encouraged me to pursue my own leadership 
abilities and passions in arts education. Tom is a visionary director that has strengthened and legitimized arts education 
in Colorado Springs, his legacy is a priceless gift that will endure for years to come in the Pikes Peak Region.”


